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Honor Your Father and Mother: Contemporary Issues, Ancient Obligation
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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Honor your father and your mother so that your days may be lengthened upon the land that Ad-noy,
your G-d, is giving you.
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A man---you shall fear his mother and father and keep My Sabbaths, I am Ad-noy, your G-d.
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Question: Why don't we make a beracha on this mitzvah?
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RASHBA - R. Shlomo ben Aderet was born in Barcelona in 1235, and died there in 1310. He studied
under Rabbeinu Yonah and Nachmanides (Ramban). In his youth Rashba tried his hand at business, but
later gave up his business to become the chief rabbi of Barcelona and to head the yeshiva there. His
knowledge of Roman law, Spanish common law, and economics stood him in good stead as the leader of
the Jewish communities in Spain. Given the prominence and centrality of Barcelona in the Jewish world
of the time (consisting of Spain, Portugal, France, Germany, Turkey, North Africa, Italy, and Israel) it is
not surprising that numerous halachic queries were sent to him from all these countries.
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BINYAMIN ZE'EV - Rabbi Benjamin ben Mattathias lived in Greece during the first half of the sixteenth
century, and served as dayyan in the rabbinic court of Arta in northwestern Greece. He also lived for a
while in Venice. Controversy over his halachic decisions spread from Arta to Italy, and some of his views

are still considered controversial. His responsa contain important material about Jewish life in Turkey,
Greece, and the Balkans, as well as material on the Marranos.
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Question: What is the meaning of this mitzvah?
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KLI YAKAR - Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim ben Aaron Luntschitz (or Ish Luntschitz) was born in Luntschitz
(Lenczyk, Poland) c. 1540. His mentor was R. Shlomo Luria. For some period he was Rosh Yeshiva in
Lvov (Lemberg). From 1604 he was assistant Rabbi to R. Judah Loew (Maharal) in Prague and was Rosh
Yeshiva, and eventually succeeded Maharal (after his death) as Rabbi of Prague in 1609. He authored
many books, including a book of homilies, Ir Giborim, homilies on ethics and the study of Torah, Amudei
Shesh, Siftei Da'at on the Torah, and Orah Haym on the festivals. He died in 1619.
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BET YEHUDAH

Rabbi Judah ben Isaac Ayash was one of the most famous rabbis in Algiers. As head of the religious
court of that city, he issued many halachic rulings, and corresponded with rabbis in Morocco, Italy, and
Egypt. In 1756 he left Algeria for Israel, and also visited Leghorn, Italy, where his works were published.
Ayash wrote works on Maimonides' code and the Shulchan Aruch, as well as Bet Yehudah, his responsa
collection. Eventually he settled in Jerusalem, where he died in 1760.
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Rabbi Ovadia Yossef was born in Baghdad in 1920. He immigrated to Israel at age four and studied in
yeshivot in the Old City of Jerusalem. He was ordained by former Sephardic Chief Rabbi Ben Zion Uzziel.
In 1947, Yossef became chief rabbi and head of the rabbinic court of Cairo. In 1950, he returned to
Israel, where he served as rabbi of Tel Aviv, and later as the Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Israel. The
phenomenal breadth of his knowledge and his total recall of relevant material from rabbinic and
post-rabbinic literature endow his responsa with an encyclopedic quality.
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RADBAZ

Rabbi David ben Solomon ibn Avi Zimra was born in Spain in 1479 and died in Israel in 1573. He left
Spain in 1492, as a result of the Spanish expulsion of the Jews. Like many other scholars, he emigrated
to Safed, which had become an important center of Jewish life. In 1513, he left Israel for Cairo, where he
became head of the local Jewish community. Radbaz served in all these posts without pay, due to his
success in business. He was also famed for his large library. Radbaz returned to Israel in 1553, and once
again settled in Safed.
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